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Dear Sirs: q 

We have studied the Official Letter which ° 

accompanied your letter report of December 14, 1973. P 

Please prepare and file a reply to the Official Letter Y 

in accordance with our instructions given herein and 
as soon as possible. 

In regard to the first point raised by the 
Examiner, the limits in claim 3 refer to the amount of 
ammoniacal material added to the tobacco and not the 
weight of ammonia introduced into the tobacco. 

In connection with claim 17 if you believe 
the specification can be amended in such manner as will 
permit retention of this claim you are authorized to do 
this. 


We note that you can do this also with respect 
to claim 18 or alternatively perhaps claim 18 can be 
made a product by process claim similar to the type 
which is permitted in United States practice. 

In any event, we leave it to you to rewrite 
claims 17 and 18 in such manner as will overcome the 
objection, but we request that you bear in mind that it 
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would be better to retain these subjects matter in this 
case since our client verly likely would not be interested 
in filing divisional application if such would be re¬ 
quired in order to continue protection on claims 17 - 
19. 

We believe the above provides you with all 
the information you need for filing a reply to the Official 
Letter and we await your report in that respect. 

Very truly yours, 

C 

O 

P 

George J. Brandt, Jr. Y 


GJB:rl 
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